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VIRTUES, EXPLAINED! ZEAL
Zeal gets a bad rap these days, as we
most often hear this word associated
with extremists whose adherence to
a belief system leads them to
violence. In Scripture, we hear Paul
condemn those whose “zeal for
God” lacks discernment (Romans
10:2), so we know this was a
problem in ancient times as well.
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Carry the cross? Absolutely. I’m happy to! Hand it over.
Here’s the thing: I just might…set it down for a second,
from time to time. That’s okay, right?

How else am I supposed to have both hands free to gesture
in anger? I can’t do that if I’m carrying the cross. Well, fine,
then let me just shift its weight, so I can catch my breath
and say what I think about this person who’s got it all
wrong — I’ll just lean it against the wall here. No? Okay,
fine, I won’t put it down! I’ll keep holding it. That’s better,
actually. Then I can use it as a weapon.

What? Am I doing this “Christian” thing wrong?

“Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,” Jesus tells us
in today’s Gospel. “But whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it.”

This is not an affirmation of the paradox that if you no
longer care about something, you can finally have it once
and for all. It’s not a judgment about the worthlessness of
life in this fallen world or the futility of trying to preserve
that life.

It’s merely a statement about priorities.

When Peter says, “God forbid!” at the thought of suffering,
God is not his priority. His own safety is.

When I say, “God forbid!” at anything that comes from the
mouth of God, it’s a reminder to look at my hands —
because they’ve probably put down the cross.

How merciful is our Lord — he never takes my cross from
me, even when I walk far away from it. He always lets me
pick it back up. In his dear and sweet goodness, he even
helps me lift its weight. And he gestures, in case I’ve
forgotten: “This way. Follow me.”

©LPi

But no one acting in violence or hatred is practicing virtuous
zeal, which refers to an all-consuming love for the Lord:
“Zeal for your house has consumed me,” writes the Psalmist
(Psalm 69:10), referring to a religious devotion that has
deprived him of all his worldly status.
If anyone’s “love” of God leads him to sin, he is not actually
motivated by love of God. A burning and all-consuming
love of God has, for its object, God Himself — and
closeness with God is impeded by anything contrary to the
teachings of Jesus Christ.
©LPI

RETREAT – The Villa Maria Education & Spirituality
Center in Villa Maria, PA will sponsor a retreat titled
“Walking with Mary through the Light and Darkness of
Our Daily Life” with Melannie Svoboda, SND. It runs
from Friday,  October 9 to Sunday, October 11, 2026.
This retreat weaves together prayer, music, scripture,
input sessions, videos, art, personal reflection time, and
sharing. This time together will help us to know Mary
better as our mother, sister, companion, and fellow
disciple of Jesus.
 For more information on this program, go to: 
https://vmesc.org/programs-retreats/all-events?id=1080
 

SIGNING HEAD, LIPS & HEART AT THE GOSPEL
Q. Why do we make the Sign of the Cross on our heads, lips,
and chests before listening to the Gospel at Mass?

A. The first and simplest answer to this question comes to us
from the rubrics. The rubrics for the Mass are the instructions
given to us in the Roman Missal, and they tell us the
structure of the Mass. They tell us when to stand, sit, kneel,
respond, etc. They also tell us that we are to make the Sign of
the Cross on our foreheads, lips, and hearts just prior to the
reading of the Gospel.
But your question is probably more about the “why” we do
this. The answer is simple. This gesture of signing ourselves
with the Cross is a way of praying, “May the Lord be in my
mind, on my lips, and in my heart.” It is said prior to the
reading of the Gospel as a way of prayerfully inviting Christ
to come to us in these ways as His sacred Word is
proclaimed. The hearing of the Gospel must change our
minds, it must be proclaimed by our lips, and it must affect
our hearts. By our hearts, we especially mean our wills,
affections, emotions, and passions.
The next time you sign yourself with the Cross before the
Gospel, make sure that it’s more than just an external
gesture; make sure it is also a prayer and an invitation to
Christ.
From www.mycatholic.life.com

to carry
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 30, 2026

Offertory August 22 - 23
Envelopes $ 6,346.00

Loose 1,251.00

Monthly 610.00

Latin America 315.00

Assumption 50.00

Online 546.10

Votive 90.56

TOTAL $ 9,208.66

ADDRESS FOR FATHER BUNGO 
FR. SAM BUNGO

  PO BOX 135
WINBURNE, PA 16879

Monday
     1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102/Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday
     1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14
          /Lk 4:31-37
 Wednesday
    1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/Lk 4:38-44
Thursday
     1 Cor 3:18-23/ Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 5:1-11
 Friday
     1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/Lk 5:33-39
 Saturday
    1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/Lk 6:1-5
  Next Sunday
    Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7b, 7c-9/Rom 13:8-10
          /Mt 18:15-20
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Monday - August 31
11:00 am | ☨ Bob and Joan Donahue 
     by Jim and Mary Lou Delaney
Tuesday - September 1
8:30 am | ☨ Gene and Jean Heinrich 
     by Kristi and Jerry Wolbert
Wednesday - September 2
7:30 am | ☨ James and Barbara Fiscus
     by Christian and Karen Harsch
Thursday - September 3 - Pope Saint Gregory the Great
8:30 am | ☨ Monica Reed by Ray and Helen Bell
Friday - September 4
7:30 am | ☨ Jane D. Cyphert by the Estate
After Mass until 12:10 pm | Adoration of the Blessed    
     Sacrament follwed by Benediction at 12:10 pm
Saturday - September 5
3:00 pm to 3:40 pm | Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 pm | ☨ Tom Smail by Carol and Steve Smail
Sunday - September 6 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am | ☨ For the People
8:30 am RADIO MASS | ☨ Deceased Members of the
     Richard and Helen Wolbert Family by the Family
11:00 am | ☨ David Love by Frank Nancy Wolbert
SANCTUARY CANDLE:
     for Father Monty Sayers and Father Tom Hartle
          by Dave and Theresa Aaron

MASS INTENTIONS

Immaculate Conception Parish’s
Faith Formation Registration

for children in grades Kindergarten through Grade 9
IS NOW OPEN.

Go to our parish website  www.icclarion.org,
select “Faith Formation” from the menu bar,

then select “Youth Faith Formation”.
Contact Teresa Frederick with questions

tfrederick@icclarion.org

http://www.icclarion.org/
mailto:tfrederick@icclarion.org


	 PIZZA PUB
	 1306 E. Main St.
	 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Place & Finishing Concrete in the area for over 35 years

226-6356

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

Be Strong and courageous!

Immaculate Conception, 
Council 7549

Kofc7549@gmail.com
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• PROJECT MANAGEMENT  
• DEVELOPERS 

• CONTRACTORS • INDUSTRIAL  
• COMMERCIAL

P.O. Box 186 • Sligo, PA 16255 
ph: 814-745-3000 • fax: 814-745-2216 

www.cbfcontractinginc.com

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery Association

814-229-9877
iccemetery1@gmail.com

icclarion.org/Cemeter 

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish,
Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides
the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S., and we are
grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

Live Your Best Life In Love w
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Mauthe’s Country 
Corner & Catering

(For Catering Call: 814-227-4919)

www.facebook.com/mauthescountrycorner/

Crafts • Flowers
Ice Cream • Catering

Take-Out or Dine-In Restaurant

18213 RT 322, Strattanville  (814) 980-2001

A Catholic community
foundation serving you

814-824-1237  |  MyCatholicFoundation.org

724-605-4024
libertyroofingpros.com

Contact Tim Weir
tweir@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x6568

Sisters Marian & Tina
Thank you for your years of service to this 

community through Catholic Rural Ministries
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Court Immaculate Conception
of Clarion #2454

Join Us! Text 814-221-0911
https://www.cdapa.com/2454/index.html

Awareness + Action = Prevention

Let Us Cater Your Next Event!
Weddings, Funerals, Reunions, Parties of all Kinds.

We do it all!

513 Main Street, Clarion
814-223-4687


